[Infection hypothesis of coronary heart disease].
It is well accepted that coronary artery disease is linked to an inflammatory process. It is unproven however whether either infectious agents may cause or accelerate coronary artery disease or the inflammatory process is due to metabolic or toxic effects. Among the possible infectious agents Chlamydia pneumoniae is the most likely bacterium involved in atherosclerosis. The arguments in favour of Chlamydia pneumoniae originate from seroepidemiologic studies and from detection and isolation of bacteria from vascular lesions. This review summarises the present understanding of the role of bacterial infection for development or progression of coronary artery disease.